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RE: hnpact of Skytfure Mine on Eccles Creek;
UPDES pennit No. UT00Z3S40

Dear Mr. Phippen:

skyline Mine has had trouble meeting the total dissolved solids (TDS) effluent limit given intheir permit drring the past two years. when their permit was rcneweJ; s"pr;,;,], 1990, rheirpermit limit for TDS was raised from 700 mg/L io l!00 mg&. ffrey frai Gen dischargingabout 1400 mgrL, a flow that constitutes roultily half of the Bccles crcek flow. Their TDSproblem seenrs to stem from the u_se of gyps*i rock Just they have used to line wars and floorof areas. mined in the past. Rock dust ir oia n ''inr after an arca has been mined to moderatethe-explosive coal dust prefnt afler mining. skyrine has found ,rr" gypr;-r;1 dust has asulfate component that dissolves. when 
""poid 

to inine water. They have discontinued their useof gypsum rock dust, but trre rock dust presentty in ttre ,"in" i, 
"orrtinoaigi" ""rr" f-ur"., *irr,their TDS limit.

Eccles crcek is classified as lc (protected for domestic uses with prior treannent), 3A (protectedfor cold water game fth):gg 
L lprogcred for agricutture). ni ,fr" S,_O"..fr'J qoai y fo,waters of the state (uAc R3I7-2) fior classificatiotiri o" ms ritttlt ,*y u 

"Ji"*i"d 
on." 

"*r"-by-case basis, therc is no TDS standard ror 
" "lass 

sA water, and the limit for a crass 4 water
1*1m Tsrut My question is, does skyline's 6s 

""""0"rr"" 
have a significant effect on the3c classification of Eccles creek? po". ttr" ais"rr*t" exceeding the TDS effluent limit efrcctthe trout fishery, other cold water aquatic life or the ?od chain of these animals? The streamstandards do not set forth a crear gauge that shows *hen a s,fteam has been negatively impactedby TDS concentrations' ruay I rcceG yo* 

"o*r** 
to this question? Maybe I need ro haveskyline do-more investieatigr. on, $eir 'npaa to *r"- ro""-. An answer to this question willhave an effect on how we deal with Skylines mS 

"r""a"o"". 
If Skyline has had 

.a 
signif,rcantirnpact we will pursue an enforcement 

"ou.r" 
tt 

"i*itt 
include reparation of the damage causetlto the stream' If Skyline has not had a sigrrificant irnp"., o' the s'eam we may allow this
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excedence until they can flush out the TDS problern (this assumes Skyline has not inryinged

stream standards for the two other water use classes).

Enclosed is a report prepared for Skyline by Ecosystems Research Institute. This may help
answer some of the questions you may have. We hope to get an opinion from Natural Resources
to help us determine how to deal with this issue.

If you have any questions my number is 538-6146.

Harry Carnpbell, Environmental Engineer
Pennitting & Cornpliance Section

Enclosure
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cc: Priscilla Burton, Division of Oil Gas and Mining
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